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1919

Porn 11 SCPtcmbcr at Wikwcmikong Unccdec} |ndian Reserve, Manitoulin lsland,
Ontario, the first of four chi]dren, to Dominic Odjig and his E_nglislﬁ war bride
Jogce Feacl‘xy. Odjig’s widowed grand]cather, Jonas Odjig, lives with the Family
in the house he had built a generation carlier and which still stands in
Wikwemikong toclay.

The Fami]g is industrious and rc]ativclfj prosperous }33 reserve standards. Jonas
Odjig is a carver of monuments and tombstones; [ Jominic is the vi”age
constable. The Familg also farms their ]anc{, raises cows, Pigs, and chickens and
owns a team of horses.

1925

Begins school at Jesuit Mission in Wikwemikong. An avid student, she turns the
{:amily’s Pig house into a Plag school where she teaches local children to read
and count. thn thcg tire of her instruction she converts the P!aﬂ schoolinto a
Plag church and hears their confessions.

The )Camily is musical. Dapl'me P]ays the guitar; Dominic the violin. Theg all erjog
sing~a~]ongs and music nig}‘vts ]istening to a hand-cranked Pl’lonograph. 51’16
dCVC]OPS a ltiJong love of opera singing,.

She is athletic and Par’ciciPates in the annual fall fairs at Manitowaning, the nearest
off-reserve town, cight miles away, taking Prizcs in running and Public spcaking.
Artis her favourite subjcct and she dcvc!ops the habit of 5i<ctcl'1ing with her
grancl)cat}mer and father, both of whom are artistic. She also helps her mother
with needlework clesigns for the church linens.

19%2

Contrac’cs rheumatic fever. Herxcormal education ends Fo”owing grade seven.

(Confined to bed for six months and infirm for the gollowing three years.
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1938

Mother and granchcather die within weeks of each other.

Matemal grandmother removes the four Ocljig children to her home in Ferry Sound,
Ontario. [Jere Oc{jig encounters systemic racism for the first time when she is
refused work because of her Native appearance and name. She and her
QbhngsadoptthesurnameY:Ghenfﬂertwo}mtﬁherssﬁ”goiyjthatname.

1942

Moves to | oronto with her sister Winnifred (Winnie).

Wor‘(s at the John ]nglis Munitions, Hanters Feanuts and Dr. Ea”arcls clog food
factories.

Attends dances in the evening at the Palais Roya!c with Winnie. Bricﬂg considers a
career as a Hamenco dancer.

]:rcquents the ga”erg at the Eaton’s Co”cgc Street store, the Koga] Ontario
Museum and the Art Ga”crg of T oronto (now the Art Ga”crg of Ontario)
and‘%ﬁscover§’Pahﬂﬁng.

C)verthenext&ccadesheteachesher&ﬂgbgtﬁalandcﬁTorhaPamt

1945

hﬂoveshafbﬁﬁsh(:ohnnbkahpmarqjFaulfSonwﬂVMe,aﬁthawk/hAeﬁsfSecond
WorH War veteran she met in Toronto. Becomes sterother to Fau]’s eighb
3Can{ﬂdson,[)aWd.

1946

.T%egamﬂgnwwesto(Zquﬂam,EyﬁSh(:dumbb.

1948

Son Stanley Somcrvi”e is born.

(:onﬁnuesherartexpkwaﬁons,expeﬁmenﬁnginoﬂscxx%omcmadestmﬂt%ersand
reggdedtentcanvas]nﬂucncedlyj(:ornehusk:ﬁcghoﬁashelaamtsnahuahsﬁc
landscapcs

1950

[)Bcoversfﬁcasso.

Dissatisﬁcd with the confines of Kealism, begins expcrimenting with Cubism and
Abstract Expressionism, careFu“g analgzing and copging Ficasso’s stg]e and
thetechmquesof/\mcﬁcanandIi}wopeanhﬂodcrnﬁtsﬁ1booksand

magazincs‘
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1955

Famib moves to Lincle” Beach on Cultus Lakc, British Colum})ia.

1958

]:amilg Purchases thirt3~acrc farm at C olumbia \/a”eg near (ultus | ake with a Plan
to grow strawberries.

1960

FPaul Somerville dies of irjuries sustained in a car acciclentjust before harvest of first
test crop. | aterthis year she P]ants their acreage as P]anned.

1961

Farm 3%61&5 five and a half tons of strawberries in the spring‘ She spcnds the summer
tencling the farm. |n the winter she focuses on Painting.

Begins Periocl of intense artistic exPerimentation. Shelearns }33 copging works in
books borrowed from the librarg and visits the Vancouver Art Ga”cr9 to stud9
Painting tcchniques up close. ]mquenccd bg the lmpressionists, Daphnc
experiments with light egec’cs, broken brush strokes and Cloisonnism.

1962

Sister Winnie enters [ heatre Qucue (cat.45) in ajuried competition. On the
streng’ch of this Painting DaPhne is elected a Member of the British Columbia
[Federation of Artists the go”owing year.

Marries (Chester Beavon, a friend and co-worker of her late husband Faul. Moves to
the city of Port Coquitlam, British Columbia. Beavon applies forwork as a
community clevelopment officer in northern Manitoba.

1964

Atténds the 4th annual Wikwcmikong Fow Wow. With sister-in-law Roscmarg Feltier~
Fisher, she meets the elderladies of the communitg, who recount the old
Nanabush tales. Roscmar9 suggcsts that Daphne Paint the lcgends to hC]P the
revival of the culture.

Hangs an exhibition of Native art at the Wiki Fow \Wow with T om Feltier, which is
seen 53 Frime Minister | ester ]5 Fcarson and later Purchasecl inits entirety by
the f:cclera! Department of Cultural A]Cmcairs‘

Beavon is Posted to (Grand Rapids, Manitoba.

1966

CouP]e is assigned to E_astcrville, Northern Manitoba a small community of
(hemahawin Cree who were displaced when the dam at (Grand Rapids went
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into oPeration. Records theirl'xardship and endurance in a series of pen and ink
clrawings clepic’cing the PeoPle and their c{ag~to~c{ay activities.

Eegins work on the legencl Paintings suggcsted bg Rosemar3 Feltier‘

Makes her first sale to Garg Scherbain, a visiting civil servant who begins to sell her
work out of his home in Winnipeg.

lntroclucec{ to the work of Norval Morrisseau. His strong formline has an immediate
but ultimateiy temporary influence on her ca”igrapl‘xic fine.

1967

[irst Pub]ic solo exhibition. Organizecl })3 Susan Ross at the Lakchcad Art Centre
in ] hunder Bag, Ontario. chent3~eig}1t clrawings, Pastels and acrglics.

1968

(_ommissioned }33 Dr. Herber’c Schwarz to Paint a series of erotic illustrations for his
book [ ales [rom the Smokehouse (cats. 31 to 36).

Solo exhibition in Brandon, Manitoba sponsorcd bg the Manitoba |ndian
Brotherhood and mounted by Bernarcl Fo”y, an art instructor at Eranclon
University.

| earns conagc tcc}miqucs from Fo”g and begins a series of mixed media co”agcs
incorPorating natural materials. A looser, expressionistic style begins to emerge.

1970

Exhi})its commissioned work Ear‘tﬁ Mother(cat. 8) at Canaclian Favilion, E_XPO 70,
Osaka, Japan.

Begins reProducing Eastervi“e ink clrawings. Establishcs Odjig ]nclian Frints of
(anada.

1971

Leams how to scale~up clrawings for transfer to largc murals from Bemarcl Fo”g.
Creatcs murai, 7—/76 Grcat/:/ooaf at Feguis fﬂiglﬂ School, Feguis Reserve,
rﬂodgson, Manitoba.

OPens a small craft store at 33 1 Donald Street in Winnipeg.

Distributcs reProduction Prints of the E_astcrvi”e drawings in unlimited editions to a
growing market.

T our and exhibition of her Paintings at the Smotra [Tolklore [Testival in Yugoslavia.

The Paintings are lost en route.
Teaches at Manitou Art I:ounclation, SCEreiber ]s(and.
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Nanabush T alesis Publislﬁed bg (ainn and Compang. T he ten-book series of
children’s readers is dedicated to Rosemarg Feltier, who died before she could
see them Pu})lislﬂcd

Onavisit to Wikwemikong she learns about her Potawatomi roots and her ancestor

B]ack Fartriclge from her Aunt Grace (cat‘ 5)

1972

Commissioned bg the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature, Winnipcg, to create
mural 777@ Creatfon of the Wor/c//n Commcmorat/on of the Manitoba
(entennial.

1973

Co~1counds Frogessiona] ]ndian Artists ]nc. (the lnclian GrouP of Seven>.

Awarded Swedish Brucebo [Toundation Scho!arslﬂip, travels as resident artist to
the [Toundation Studio, \/isbg |sland of Gotland, Sweden.

Awarded Manitoba Arts Council Bursarg.

(ommissioned }33 the Rogal On’cario Museum to create [rom Mot/rcriartﬁ /:/ows
the Kiver of | ife for exhibition (Canadian [ndian Art’ 7+

Documentarﬁ: (_olours of Fride (National [Tilm Board, (Canada).

1974

[ ales [rom the Smokehouse Publislﬂcd.

Expands craft shoP to establish New Warehouse Ga”ery, first Native-run ga”erg in
(anada.

Commissioncd }39 Dr. William Tag]or to Proclucc the “biggest damned Painting you
cando.”

1975

Travct]s to ]sracl at invitation of E_] A] (]sraci Air]incs} to tour and Paint her
intcrprctation o{:Jcrusa]cm. Froduc@s 7776 Jcrusa/c’m Series O[/Da/nf/ngs and
Frfnts.

1976

| eaves Winnipeg for British Columbia. (Anglemont on Lake 5}1uswap>.

56”5 New Warehouse Ga”crg to Garg SCHCrbain, it is renamed Wah~sa Ga”crg.

Documentary: 7 hree Artists, | hree 51{'9/65, Spectrum, (Canadian Broadcasting
CorPoration, Canac{a.
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1977

Awarded (Canadian Silver Jubilee Medal

1978

Attends first National Native Artists’ (_onference at the Qibwe Cultural Centre
on Mam’touiin ]slancl, Ontario‘

Fresentecl Eagle Fcathcr bg Chimc Wakageshig on behalf of the Wi‘(wemikong
Reserve, in recognition of artistic achievement, an honour Previous]g reserved
formento acknow!cdge prowess in the hunt or in war.

ComP]etes 777@ /nc//én in [ ransition, commissioned })9 Dr. Wi”iam Tay]or]cor the
National Museum of Man in 1974 Masterpiece installed in the National Arts
Ccntre, Ottawa on extended loan.

1979

(ommissioned }39 the McMichael Canadian (Collection, K]einburg, Ontario, for
Painting Kebirth of a (_ulture.

1981

Documentarﬁ: 5/01%/1'5 SPGaA/ng 777rou5/7, Spectrum, (Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation.

1982

Doctor of Le’cters, honoris causa, conferred bg Laurentian Universitg) Sudbury
Ontario.

198%

Secon& National Native Artists’ Comcerence held at K’san, Britislﬁ Columbia.

| earns monoprintmaking techniquc from Joscph Sanchcz (origina! member of the
lndian Group of SCVCH> during a visit to Arizona.

1984

Commissioncd }39 | aurentian Um'vcrsitg Museum and Art Ccntrc, Suclburg,
Onta rio for Painting §P1’r/tua//€cncwa[

1985

[irst Ketrospective Exhibition, Thunc{er Bay National Exhibition Centre and
Centre for lnc{ian Art.

Doctor of Lawsl honoris causa, conferred }33 (/lnivcrsitg of T oronto, On’cario

1986

Commissioned 53 G]enview Cor[:)oration, Ottawa, Ontario for works [ omorrow

Will [Hold Our Fastand Ve [Dance Tﬁrougfé 7 ime.



Chronologg of DaP]*mc Odjig’s Lti 7

5elected as one of four international artists to Pain’c an homage to Fab]o Ficasso for

the Ficasso Museum in Antibcs, France.

APPointccl to the Orc{cr of Canacla CM

1988-93

Honourarﬂ Boarc{ Member of the Canaclian Heritage Founclation‘

1989

[ lected Member of the Roga] (Canadian Academy of Art (R.C.A)

Documentarg: Window on (_anadsa, Dap/mc Ocy/'/"g//?aihtchokyo T elevision,
Japan.

1992

(ommemorative Medal for the 1 25th Anniversarg of the Confederation of (Canada.

A /Da/'ntérusé //7 /\//ﬂ /—/anaf Dap/mc Ocy’g Pub]ished by Natural Heritage/Natural
r‘listory Jnc.

199%

Fresen’cecl Eagle Feather by SCANA (Society of (Canadian Artists of Native
Ancestr9> at the National Native Symposium, [Halifax, Nova Scotia.

1994

Fresented Certificate of [{onour by the [ "Owkin Centre (FPenticton, PBritish
Co]umbia) and Canacla’s Drug Strategg Frogram.

1996

Doctor of I~ ducation, honoris causa, conferred by NiPissing Um'versity, Nor’cE Baﬁ,
Ontario.

rﬂonourarg Fatron of the C)Ji})wag Cu]tura! Foundation Capita] Campaign, West
Bag, Ontario.

Includecl in Kamloops Art Ga”ery’s limited edition Print Por’clcolio, Co//@ct/’ng
CanadianAnﬁ

1998

National Aboriginal Achievcment Award, | oronto, Ontario.

1999

Moves with (Chester Beavon from the 5huswap to Penticton, Pritish (Columbia.

2001

Ocj{g [ he Art ofDap/mc Oaj{gpublishcd by Key Porter Books | td. Toronto ON

Fublishcd [imited edition Prints oFAnc/ﬁomc watched the 5un56t, Ted Haworth,

Printer.
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2002

Doctor of | etters, conferred by Okanagan umversity Co”ege, Kelowna, Britislﬁ
Co]umbia‘

Receives Commemorativc Golclen Jubi]ee Medal (Qpeen Elizabeth Il )

(enesis, Canaclian Christmas StamP

200%

Receives Xprcssion Award, initiative of the National [Tilm Board of (Canada,
Ottawa, for cl‘xampioning cultural diversitg.

Documentarg: [_/’l[e and Woné of Wooc//anc/Art/sts. First Voice Multimedia lnc.

2004

T he Art Showa Plag about herlife and art bg Alanis King, Produced }39 Native
Ear’ch Ferporming Arts, Premiers in | oronto ON

Published limited edition Prints of Jn T une With the [nfinite, Steve Mennie, Printer
Salmon Arm BC

2005

/:oriy Years O[Frfnts) exhibition of her limited edition Printsj Kamloops Art Ga”erg,
Kamloops BC

2007

Receives (zovernor Genera]’s Award in \/isual and Media Arts
Doctor of | etters, honoris causa, conferred bg Thompson Kivers Um'vcrsitg,

Kamloops BC
Appointed to the Order of British Columbia.

7776 [ra wings and F amntings of Dap/’mc Oa///g, A rctros/:)cct/ve Ex/ﬁ[?/tfon,
organized }35 the Art Ga“erg of Suclburﬂ and the National Ga”éry of
(anada

2016

Fasses away at age 97 on Octobér i,2016in Kelowna BC



